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1 . This Office Action is response to Applicant's communications filed on 
12/18/2002. 

2. Claims 1-54 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 18, 19, 21-34 and 50-51 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

The first line of claims 18 and 19, "The method of claim 17" and "The method of 
claim 11" respectively are not clear. 

The first line of claims 21-34, "The system of claim" is not clear. 

And the first line of claims 50 and 51 , "The program of claim 36" and "the 
program of claim 40" respectively are not clear. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4, 10, 1 1-14, 19, 20-23, 26, 32-34, 35-38, 43-45, 46-49 and 54 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,505,214 
issued to Sherman et al. (hereinafter Sherman) in view of US Patent No. 5,822,526 
issued to Waskiewicz. 

With respect to claim 1, Sherman discloses associating a plurality of classes 
arranged in a class hierarchy (an e-mail folder hierarchy includes its subfolders, each 
folder is a class in the e-mail folder hierarch, see fig. 5 and figs 8A and 8B: col. 7, lines 
52-60 and col. 8, lines 42-67); 

associating a plurality of data sets with the plurality of classes (see fig. 5 , fig. 8A 
and fig. 8B, the fold name is a class such as IMAP4 Mail, Inbox, Outbox and Sent and 
attachments as datasets: col. 7, lines 1-12); 

creating a plurality of recipient data sets (attachments such as graphic files: col. 
7, lines 8-12) by associating each data set associated with a class so that each recipient 
data set includes only data sets (attachments: col. 7, lines 1-12; also see col. 8, lines 
1 2-20 and col. 9, lines 4-28); 
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and distributing. the plurality of recipient data sets to the corresponding plurality of 
recipients (addressee: col. 7, lines 5-7). 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3, user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the method for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 
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With respect to claims 2-4 and 10, Sherman discloses a method of distributing 
data as discussed in claim 1. Also Sherman discloses class hierarchy and a parent-child 
relationship and data set (see figs 5, 8A and 8B and folds and subfolders are 
representing a parent-child relationship: col. 8, lines 12-67; attachment files: col. 7, lines 
5-12) and (client/server network including Internet e-mail server: see fig. 1 , item 28 and 
col. 4, lines 10-48). 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients 1 address directory as shown in the fig. 
3: user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the method for 
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distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

Claim 1 1 is essentially the same as claim 1 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 1 
hereinabove. 

Claim 12 is essentially the same as claim 2 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 2 
hereinabove. 

Claim 13 is essentially the same as claim 3 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 3 
hereinabove. 

Claim 14 is essentially the same as claim 4 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 4 
hereinabove. 

Claim 19 is essentially the same as claim 10 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 10 
hereinabove. 

With respect to claim 20, Sherman discloses a computer storage medium storing 
a data structure and a program (see fig. 5 and figs. 8A and 8B: data structure or e-mail 
folder hierarchy and application program or e-mail software); 



• 
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a computer system having access to the computer storage medium and 
configured to execute the application program (storage device is storing e-mail 
messages: col. 4, lines 31-67, and col. 5, lines 1-36; also see figs. 1 and 2; application 
program: col. 6, lines 6-25); 

wherein the data structure includes a plurality of classes arranged in a class 
hierarchy, and associated with the plurality of classes (see figs. 5, 8A and 8B: folder and 
each fold name in the e-mail folder hierarchy is a class,: such as inbox, outbox, sent); 

and wherein the program associates data sets to selected classes and creates a 
plurality of recipient data sets by associating data sets associated with the selected 
class, and distributes the plurality of recipient data sets to the corresponding plurality of 
recipients (attachments such as graphic files: col. 7, lines 1-12; also see col. 8, lines 12- 
20 and col. 9, lines 4-28 and addressee: col. 7, lines 5-7). 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 
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However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3, user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claims 21-23, Sherman discloses an apparatus for distributing 
data as discussed in claim 20. Also Sherman discloses class hierarchy and a parent- 
child relationship and data set (see figs 5, 8A and 8B and folds and subfolders are 
representing a parent-child relationship: col. 8, lines 12-67; attachment files: col. 7, lines 
5-12) and (client/server network including Internet e-mail server: see fig. 1, item 28 and 
col. 4, lines 10-48). 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
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5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3: user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 26, Sherman discloses further comprising a transaction file 
stored on the computer storage medium, the transaction file storing a transaction history 
of the distribution of data sets (attachments such as graphic files: col. 7, lines 1-12). 

With respect to claims 32-34, Sherman discloses an apparatus for distributing 
data as discussed in claim 20. Also Sherman discloses class hierarchy and a parent- 
child relationship and data set (see figs 5, 8A and 8B and folds and subfolders are 
representing a parent-child relationship: col. 8, lines 12-67; attachment files: col. 7, lines 
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5-12) and (client/server network including Internet e-mail server: see fig. 1 , item 28 and 
col. 4, lines 10-48). 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3: user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 



• 
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With respect to claim 35, Sherman discloses creating a data set for each 
recipient in the class, wherein only the data set corresponding to the one recipient 
includes the second file, and distributing the data sets to the recipients associating a 
first file with a class of recipients (see figs. 5, 8A and 8B, the class in the e-mail folders 
hierarchy are inbox, outbox and sent: col. 9, lines 4-37 and col. 12, lines 25-67; and 
data sets such as attachments in the e-mail, graphic, video audio files: col. 7, lines 1- 



Sherman discloses the object set.is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach 
associating a first file with a class of recipients; associating a second file with one 
recipient in the class. . 

However, Waskiewicz discloses email directory having subdirectories and each 
subdirectory is a class of the recipient, recipient's user name, and user name is a file 
with a class of recipient (see fig. 3 and col. 3-18). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 



12). 
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such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claims 36-38, Sherman discloses creating a hierarchy of classes 
including the class, associating the first file includes defining recipients to include all 
recipients in the class and all recipients in any subordinate classes related to the class 
in the hierarchy, and wherein the classes in the hierarchy are arranged in a parent-child 
relationship (see fig. 5, figs. 8A and 8B: the relationship of member class in the e-mail 
fold hierarchy such as the parent of Inbox or Outbox or Sent is IMAP4 Mail). 

With respect to claims 43, Sherman discloses wherein the step of distributing the 
data sets includes the step of sending a single e-mail to each recipient including a data 
set corresponding to the recipient (col. 7, lines 4-22). 

With respect to claims 44-45, Sherman discloses a method of e-mail files as 
discussed in claim 35. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are.stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
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electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3: user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

Claim 46 is essentially the same as claim 35 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 35 hereinabove. 

Claim 47 is essentially the same as claim 36 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 36 hereinabove. 

Claim 48 is essentially the same as claim 37 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 37 hereinabove. 
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Claim 49 is essentially the same as claim 38 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 38 hereinabove. 

Claim 54 is essentially the same as claim 43 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 43 hereinabove. 



6. Claims 5-9, 15-18, 24-25, 27-31, 39-42, and 50-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,505,214 issued to Sherman et al. 
(hereinafter Sherman) in view of US Patent No. 5,822,526 issued to Waskiewicz and 
further in view of US Patent No. 6,345,288 issued to Reed et al. (hereinafter Reed). 

With respect to claims 5-6, Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses a method 
of distributing data as discussed in claim 1 . 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
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recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach the email operations but do not teach defining an event and an occurrence of the 
event. 

However, Reed discloses event operation for emails or mails or messages (col. 
41, lines 42-67 and col. 4, lines 4-24; also see col. 85, lines 28-67). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the method for distributing an email message attaching 
one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user 
to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claims 7-9, Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses a method 
of distributing data as discussed in claim 1. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
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storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach a distribution frequency threshold. 

However, Reed discloses the frequency of threshold for distributing interest or 
desired message to the user or consumers (col. 41-64). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the method for distributing an email message attaching 
one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user 
to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

Claim 15 is essentially the same as claim 5 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 5 
hereinabove. 
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Claim 16 is essentially the same as claim 6 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 6 
hereinabove. 

Claim 17 is essentially the same as claim 7 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 7 
hereinabove. 

Claim 18 is essentially the same as claim 9 except that it is directed to a system 
rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 9 
hereinabove. 

With respect to claims 24-25 and 30-31 , Sherman in view of Waskiewicz 
discloses an apparatus of distributing data as discussed in claim 20. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
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teach the email operations but do not teach defining an event and an occurrence of the 
event. 

However, Reed discloses event operation for emails or mails or messages (col. 
41, lines 42-67 and col. 4, lines 4-24; also see col. 85, lines 28-67). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the apparatus for distributing an email message 
attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a 
predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 
2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claims 27-28, Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses an 
apparatus of distributing data as discussed in claim 20. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
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electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach a distribution frequency threshold. 

However, Reed discloses the frequency of threshold for distributing interest or 
desired message to the user or consumers (col. 41-64). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object, 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the method for distributing an email message attaching 
one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user 
to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 29, Sherman discloses an apparatus for distributing data as 
discussed in claim 20. Also Sherman discloses class hierarchy and a parent-child 
relationship and data set (see figs 5, 8A and 8B and folds and subfolders are 
representing a parent-child relationship: col. 8, lines 12-67; attachment files: col. 7, lines 
5-12) and (client/server network including Internet e-mail server: see fig. 1 , item 28 and 
col. 4, lines 10-48). 
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Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Sherman does not explicitly teach the 
plurality of recipient accounts. 

However, Waskiewicz discloses recipients' address directory as shown in the fig. 
3: user names as classes in the e-mail folders hierarchy (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, 
lines 1-15; also see col. 5, lines 3-10 and col. 4, lines 5-10). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman with the teachings of 
Waskiewicz so as to obtain the recipient mailing address or recipients' address directory 
such as emails' addressee, user name and mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, 
lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would have made the apparatus for 
distributing an email message attaching one or more attachments by using an e-mail 
folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a particular folders of the hierarchy are 
defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claims 39-40, Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses a 
method of e-mailing files as discussed in claim 35. 
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Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach the email operations but do not teach defining an event and an occurrence of the 
event. 

However, Reed discloses event operation for emails or mails or messages (col. 
41 , lines 42-67 and col. 4, lines 4-24; also see col. 85, lines 28-67). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the method of distributing an email message attaching 
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one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user 
to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 41 , Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses a method of 
e-mailing files as discussed in claim 35. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach a distribution frequency threshold. 

However, Reed discloses the frequency of threshold for distributing interest or 
desired message to the user or consumers (col. 41 -64). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50) and the recipient mailing 
address or recipients' address directory such as emails' addressee, user name and 
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mailbox logical address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This 
combination would have made the method of distributing an email message attaching 
one or more attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user 
to a particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

With respect to claim 42, Sherman in view of Waskiewicz discloses a method of 
e-mailing files as discussed in claim 35. 

Sherman discloses the object set is a set of certain information items, such as 
folders in an e-mail folder hierarchy (col. 2, lines 37-50). These items are stored in a 
hierarchy of folders, where each top level folder of the hierarchy is associated with the 
user account and the messaging system is capable of handling messages in that folder 
storage architecture as well as the newer hierarchical folder storage architectures (col. 
5, lines 3-8) and facilitating e-mail operations such as sending, receiving and organizing 
electronic mail messages as well as addressee. Also Sherman teaches the plurality of 
recipient data sets such as graphics, video, audio files or attachments. Sherman does 
not explicitly teach the plurality of recipient accounts. Waskiewicz discloses subfolders 
of recipient name directory as shown in fig. 3. In combination, Sherman and Waskiewicz 
teach compressing the data sets. 

However, Reed discloses the encoding message into a computer format (col. 12, 
lines 45-49 and col. 14, lines 50-60). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Sherman in view of 
Waskiewicz with the teachings of Reed so as to obtain the event for the message object 
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with an associated schedule event (col. 85, lines 42-50), compressing the message into 
a computer readable format (col. 12, lines 45-49), and the recipient mailing address or 
recipients 1 address directory such as emails 1 addressee, user name and mailbox logical 
address (see fig. 3, (col. 5, lines 66-67 and col. 6, lines 1-15). This combination would 
have made the method of distributing an email message attaching one or more 
attachments by using an e-mail folder hierarchy and a predetermined user to a 
particular folders of the hierarchy are defined (Sherman - col. 2, lines 40-67). 

Claim 50 is essentially the same as claim 39 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 39 hereinabove. 

Claim 51 is essentially the same as claim 40 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 40 hereinabove. 

Claim 52 is essentially the same as claim 41 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 41 hereinabove. 

Claim 53 is essentially the same as claim 42 except that it is directed to a 
program rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 42 hereinabove. 
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Contact Information 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh Ly whose telephone number is 703 306-4527 or via 
E-Mail: ANH.LY@USPTO.GOV . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 
4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on 703 305-9790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 746-7239. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: Central Office (703) 872-9306 (Central Official Fax Number) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 

6606 or 703 305-3900. 





